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Sri Anna : The Mighty Millets “International Year of Millets -2023”

When people made the decision to abandon 
their hunter-gatherer way of life, millets, which 
are just plain grasses, were the first crops to be 
domes�cated. Small millets such finger millet, 
Kodo millet, foxtail millet, li�le millet, and 
barnyard millet had a significant part in early 
farming, according to the archaeological 
evidence. These �ny grasses are abundant in 
nutrients, vitamins, and calories (especially 
micronutrients such as iron, calcium, and zinc). 
Millets, also known as "Nutri-cereals," help 
prevent a number of chronic diseases such as 
ischemic strokes, cardiovascular diseases, 
malignancies, obesity, and Type II diabetes 
because to their significant an�oxidant 
capabili�es.

The United Na�ons has declared 2023 to be the 
"Interna�onal Year of Millets" at the Government of 
India's request. Food and Agriculture Organiza�on has 
agreed to act as the technical lead to help the 
organisa�on and celebra�on of the same because of the 
special opportuni�es provided by millets. The objec�ves 
of the Interna�onal Year are to: I increase public 
awareness of millets' importance for food security and 
nutri�on; (ii) mo�vate stakeholders to improve millets' 
quality and produc�on in a sustainable manner; and (iii) 
focus a�en�on on increased investment in extension 
services and research and development. "The year will 
urge decision-makers to strengthen agri-food systems by 
highligh�ng the variety, ecological advantages, and 
nutri�onal worth of millets to producers, value chain 
par�cipants, and consumers.

Bihar is a leading Exporter of Millets in India

Indian Millets and the Global picture

Ø We are the third largest Exporters of 
millets

Ø India produces12.5 million tonnes of 
millets yearly

Ø India is the largest Producer of millets

Ø During 2021-22, Bihar has exported 21,187.60 Mt millets worth, 5.92 US$ Mill.

Ø Jowar, Bajra, Ragi and Samll Millets are produced in Champaran, Saran, Patna, Mungair, Bhojpur and 
Gaya

Way Ahead For India

Ø Millets market is set to grow from its 
current market value of more than USD 
9 billion to over USD 12 billion by 2025

Ø Country’s Millet footprint is expected to 
expand up-to 100 countries Sri Anna : The Mighty Millets “International Year of Millets -2023”
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27th - 28th  April 2023 

Birsa Munda Auditorium Birsa College, Khunti, Jharkhand

Sri Anna : The Mighty Millets “International Year of Millets -2023”

When people made the decision to abandon 
their hunter-gatherer way of life, millets, which 
are just plain grasses, were the first crops to be 
domes�cated. Small millets such finger millet, 
Kodo millet, foxtail millet, li�le millet, and 
barnyard millet had a significant part in early 
farming, according to the archaeological 
evidence. These �ny grasses are abundant in 
nutrients, vitamins, and calories (especially 
micronutrients such as iron, calcium, and zinc). 
Millets, also known as "Nutri-cereals," help 
prevent a number of chronic diseases such as 
ischemic strokes, cardiovascular diseases, 
malignancies, obesity, and Type II diabetes 
because to their significant an�oxidant 
capabili�es.

The United Na�ons has declared 2023 to be the 
"Interna�onal Year of Millets" at the Government of 
India's request. Food and Agriculture Organiza�on has 
agreed to act as the technical lead to help the 
organisa�on and celebra�on of the same because of the 
special opportuni�es provided by millets. The objec�ves 
of the Interna�onal Year are to: I increase public 
awareness of millets' importance for food security and 
nutri�on; (ii) mo�vate stakeholders to improve millets' 
quality and produc�on in a sustainable manner; and (iii) 
focus a�en�on on increased investment in extension 
services and research and development. "The year will 
urge decision-makers to strengthen agri-food systems by 
highligh�ng the variety, ecological advantages, and 
nutri�onal worth of millets to producers, value chain 
par�cipants, and consumers.

Recognising India's accomplishment in feeding its enormous people and striving for world 
wellbeing, the United Na�ons declared 2023 to be the Interna�onal Year of Millets. The 
primary goal of the Interna�onal Year of Millets is to enhance awareness about the 
nutri�onal significance of millets and to promote understanding of how millets can help to 
eliminate food injus�ce and malnutri�on.

Bihar is a leading Exporter of Millets in India

Indian Millets and the Global picture

Ø India is the largest Producer of millets
Ø India produces12.5 million tonnes of 

millets yearly
Ø We are the third largest Exporters of 

millets

Ø Ragi was born in Uganda in East Africa, where it was 
primarily grown in hilly areas. As per the historian 
K.T. Achaya, it made its way over the oceans to India 
around 1800 BC.

Ø Pearl Millet is one of the oldest cul�vated crops 
since pre-historic �mes and ranks as the sixth most 
important grain in the world

Ø The use of Sorghum may date back to as early as 
8000 BC in Northeast Africa. There are records of 
sorghum in India by the first century and China by 
the third century AD

Ø Bajra contains most of the Vitamin-
B and minerals such as iron, 
magnesium, calcium, phosphorus, 
manganese, potassium, copper, 

zinc, and chromium. It is known to 
have the highest levels of potassium, 

calcium, and iron amongst other cereal crops

Ø Jowar  is loaded with protein, 
carbohydrate and dietary fibre 
which promotes growth and 
development, it is an ideal cereal in 

weight watcher's diet and also 
regulates diabetes. Jowar also contains a 

notable amount of vitamins thiamine, niacin, 
folate and riboflavin that are known to boost 
overall health

Ø Ragiis one of the very few natural 
sources of Vitamin D. It contains 
about 5–8% protein, 1–2% ether 
extrac�ves, 65–75% carbohydrates, 

15–20% dietary fiber and 2.5–3.5% 
minerals. Of all the cereals and millets, 

finger millet has the highest amount of calcium 
(344mg%) and potassium (408mg%)

Ø During 2021-22, Bihar has exported 21,187.60 Mt millets worth, 5.92 US$ Mill.

Ø Jowar, Bajra, Ragi and Samll Millets are produced in Champaran, Saran, Patna, Mungair, Bhojpur and 
Gaya

Way Ahead For India

Ø Country’s Millet footprint is expected to 
expand up-to 100 countries

Ø Millets market is set to grow from its 
current market value of more than USD 
9 billion to over USD 12 billion by 2025

Healthify-ing BaJoRa

International Year of Millets : IYoM 2023

BaJoRa-Facts

BaJoRa: �e Major 
Millets of Jharkhand 

Millets, which are simply grasses, were the first crops to 
be domes�cated when humanity decided to grow their 
own food. Jharkhand being a tribal area has a rich 
history of millet based diet system. Pearl Millet ( Ba-
jra), Sorghum (Jo-war) and Finger Millet (Ra-gi) are the 
major millet varie�es grown in the state. The state has 
32934 Hectares of area under Millet cul�va�on. During 
the years 2020-2021, 2021-22, and 2022-2023, 
Jharkhand produced a total of 27094 tonnes of Bajra, 
Jowar, and Ragi Millets. During 2019-20, the total 
cul�va�on area for Bajra was 418 Hectares with a 
produc�on of 281 (tonnes) and similarly, for Jowar, 
3842 hectares of area was used for the cul�va�on of 
around 2752 tonnes. Ragi Millet covers the largest 
cul�va�on area with a produc�on figure of 24061 
hectares in the state.



Mission Millets in Bihar:
Bihar is one of the strongest agricultural states in the 
country. The percentage of popula�on employed in 
agricultural produc�on in Bihar is around 80%, which is 
much higher than the na�onal average.  As a part of 
decentraliza�on of the earlier and a very successful  
event under the theme, “Millets : Powerhouse of 
Nutri�on”, PHDCCI is organizing its fourth meet in 
Bhojpur district of Bihar under the series of Mission 
Millets across the states. Through this conference and 
Exhibi�on, we are hoping to see a foo�all of at least 
1000 delegates where agricultural experts and 
progressive farmers along with the State government 
would be invited. The discussions will be held around 
promo�ng millet consump�on at the community level 
to help reduce malnutri�on. The focus will also be 
towards the populariza�on of ready-to-eat millet-
based food products as well as the products which can 
be prepared at home

OBJECTIVES: 

Ø Exploring and understanding the gaps in 
produc�vity, technology, and extension for 
millets promo�on in Bihar

Ø Understanding and addressing nutri�onal 
security through millets by means of nutrient 
management technologies, disease resistance, 
be�er drought tolerance bio-for�fica�on, and 
higher produc�vity 

Ø Address ing  the  cha l lenges  re lated  to 
agricultural dynamic changes in response to 
climate change in Bihar

Ø Discussing the millet-specific interven�ons in 
agricultural input markets in the state of Bihar

Ø Finding opportuni�es and challenges for millets 
based food entrepreneurs in Bihar 

PARTICIPANTS 

Ø Students from Universi�es

Ø Agro & Food Industry

Ø Anganwadis

Ø Beverage Industries 

Ø Industry representa�ves 

Ø Panchayat representa�ves from nearby villages

Ø Policymakers, Scien�sts & Academicians 

Ø Start-Ups Manufacturer 

Ø Government Bodies/ State Enterprises 

Ø Food Processing Companies 

Ø FPOs/FPCs/ Coopera�ves/ SHGs/ SHG 
Federa�ons/ Concerned NGOs

Ø Food Safety and Standards Agencies 

Ø Farmers/ Producers/ Agriculturists

Ø Farmers and Agri Entrepreneurs 

Ø Equipment Suppliers/Manufacturers

Ø General Public

KEY SESSIONS FOR THE EVENT

Ø Crea�ng designated market space of millets for 
producers in the state

Ø Crea�ng opportuni�es for millet based research 
for relevant clinical data suppor�ng beneficial 
claims of millets 

Ø Understanding and addressing  nutri�onal 
security through millets by means of  nutrient 
management technologies, disease resistance, 
be�er drought tolerance  bio-for�fica�on, and 
 higher produc�vity 

Ø Discussing the millet specific interven�ons in 
agricultural input markets

Ø Poten�al of MSME Sector for developing a viable 
millet produc�on value chain

Ø Exploring and understanding the gaps in 
produc�vity, technology, and extension for 
millets promo�on in Bihar

Ø Developing Millet Processing clusters

Ø Finding  opportuni�es and challenges for millets 
based food entrepreneurs  

Ø Addressing the challenges related agricultural 
dynamic changes in response to climate change 
in Bihar

Ø Proposing incen�ve schemes like,   MSP  for 
millets to promote the producers across the 
country

Ø Proposing organized program ns for produc�on 
and supply of seeds of improved varie�es

Ø Schemes of MoFPI, NABARD, MSME for be�er 
outreach of Mission millets in Bihar
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